A 


- -/ 


THIRTEENTH 

LETTER 

'To  Sir  JOSEPH  BANKS  Baronet 

Frejident  of  ^the  Royal  Society^ 

ON  THE 


Subjedt  of  Cochineal  Infefts,  dlfcovered  at  Madras, 


By  JAMES  A N D E R S 0 N U.  V). 


"With  a Copper  Plate  Engraving  Annexed,  of  the  different  Insects  mentioned  in  the  Letters,  from 

the  Drawings  of  Baron  Reichel. 

Alfo  an  Engraving  of  the  Opuntla  Major  Spinulis  ohtufis  mollih'uSy  lA  innocentibus^  and  the  Plan  of 
a Nopalry  in  the  Biflioprick  of  Guaxaca  in  the  Kingdom  of  Mexico^  Extradled  fr  om  the  Second 
■Volume  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane’s  History  Of  Jamaica,  for  the  ufe  of  Country  Gentlemen 
ivho  may  be  difpofed  to  make  Plantations,  and  are  not  in  poffeffion  of  that  Work. 

I ,,,  ..11  I— Mil  ESI  A MAGNO 

VeLLERA  MUTENTUR,  TyRIOS  INCOCTA  RBBORES. 

ViRG.  Geor.  Lib.  3. 


MAD  ^ AS:  Printed  by  CHARLES  FORD* 


MDCCLXXXVIL 


To  Sir  JOSEPH  BANKS  Baronet,. 
Prefident  of  the  Royal.  Society. 


Dear  Sir, 

A (Dale  ofwinJ  from  the  Weft,  attended  with  IncefTan-t  heavy  Rain  during  the  loth  and  rrth 
L'ltimu,  having  eradicated  many  Trees  here,  has  left  my  Cochineal  Plantation  rather  in  a 
Ih-ttered  ilate,  but  the  deilruction  of  Opuntia  Plants  gives  me  lefs  concern  being  fatisfied 
h«'vv  much,  foever  the  T horns  are  reduced,  no  cultivation,  will  make  the  kind  we  have  here, 
produce  Fruit  with  redjucies,  without  wnich  no  improvement  can  be  made  in  the  colour  of  the 
infects. 

Colonel  Kyd  has  taken  much  pains  to  fearch  for  a with  red  juices  in  Bengal  as  yet 

without  fuccefs,  and  as  any  ufe  which  could  be  made  ot  the  Infedts,  beyond  their  defeription  and  Natural 
Idiltory,  mult  necell'anly  be  the  work  of  many  Perfons,  I have  made  it  a Rule  to  declare 
whatever  proves  abortive  in  the  Culture,  as  well  as  what  fuccefs  may  attend  every  Experiment; 

ant  of  attention,  in  this  particular,  is  no  doubt  the  reafon  the  rell  of  the  World  have  fallen 
fo  far  ihort  of  xh&.Guaxacans  in  the  Culture  of  Cochineal,  which  is  fo  nice  a matter,  that  the  Spainards 
who  have  been  Mailers  of  the  Country  near  300  Years,  are  to  this  day  very  little  acquainted  with, 
any  thing  of  it  more  than  its  Value,  and  1 have  been  allured  by  Gentlemen  who  have  been  many  Years 
there,  that  one  Village  will  fometinres,. by  greater  attention  and  care  produce  Cochineal  of  a finer 
Quality  than  another. 

Our  v/ant  of  fuccefs  hitherto  is  no  proof  of  tlie  Culture  being  impradlLcablc,  nor  can  it  be 
fuppofed  Nature  is  lo  bounded  as  not  to  aft'ord  other  Plants  befides  the  fit  to  nourilh  thefe- 

Infedls  with  the  moft  proper  food,  in  this  as  well  as  any  other  Country;  A delicious  Fruit  here  na- 
med ’Tummuley  by  the  Tamuh  bids  fair,  and  I have  diredled  fome  of  the  Shrubs  on  which,  it  grows  in  the 
Woods  to  be  dug  up  by  the  roots  and  Planted  in  my  Garden,  as  tlie  Fruit  is  throughout  of  a 
beautiful  Ruby  or  Pigeons  blood  colour,  llaining  the  hands  and  lips  of  thole  who  eat  it. 

A few  days  ago  I found  a Motchey  Tree  in  my  Garden  faftocked  with  Cochineal  Infedls,  that  the 
I^caves  were  Hinted  in  their  growth  and  crumpled  together  ; this  mull  be  the  Infedl  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Turing  at  Mafulipatam,  and  is  the  fiirae  i had  feen  on  the  Rabinia  Mitii  and  Ficus  Maxima^ 

As  thefe  Infedls  are  in  cluflers  covered  with  a Cottony  or  Wooly  Silk,  I have  fpecifyed 
them  by  the  name  Erion — The  Infect  of  the  Fitis  ViniJ'era  and  Qalega  Projlrata  on  account  of  it’s 
fmall  Size  D/Licroogenes^  and  that  of  the  Solarium  Melongena  being  in  a Cylindrical  Cafe  of  Silic  KoleoSy. 
in  Roman  Letters,  for  want  of  a Greek  Type. 

All  the  Infeils  I have  defcrlbed  are  Silk  Worms,  and  having  taken  it  on  myfelf  to  amend  this 
part  of  Natural  Hillory  by  Specific  Names  Charaileriftic  of  each  Infedt  ; they  appear  in  review 
as  loILowSj 
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( 2 ) 

ift,  The  CHLOEOON,  found  on  the  G ramen  tnutlcum  pratenfe. 

id,  The  COCCUS  OOGENESy  on  the  Phyllanthus  Emblicay  Parletarla  IndlcOy  Mentfpermum 
Cordifoliutn  and  Malva  Arborea, 

3d,  The  COCCUS  TRICHODESy  on  the  Pfidlum  GuajavOy  Ajinona  Squamofay  Solarium 
Lycoperficotiy  Hybijlus  Rofa  SimnfiSy  and  PhafeolL 

4th,  The  COCCUS  ERION,  on  the  Robinia  Mitisy  Ficus  Maximus  and  Motchey  Tree, 

5th,  The  COCCUS  MICROOGENES , on  the  Vltls  Vlnlfera  and  Galega  Projlrata, 

6th,  The  COCCUS  KOLEOSy  on  the  Solarium  Melongena, 

Mr.  Buck  Surgeon  of  the  Ravensworth,  will  deliver  you  half  a Pound  of  the  Chloeoni 

I am  with  much  Efteem, 

Fort  St.  George  Dear  Sir, 

Dec.  i8th  1787,  Your  very  Obedient 

Humble  Servant 

JAMES  ANDERSON, 
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